The National Debutante Cotillion & The Dub Ball
The Dub Ball:  The Dub Ball is an annual precursor to The National Debutante Cotillion and Thanksgiving Ball.  It’s held in June at a major Washington, DC hotel and features an amateur musical comedy presentation put on by the men’s group that is part of the Debutante Ball organization.  It features dancing after the musical comedy presentation and is usually attended by former debutantes, their family and friends, and members of the men’s group [called The Floor Committee] that is made up of numerous cadets and midshipmen from the various military academies plus young officers from Washington area military commands, plus young men from some 100 or more of America’s leading colleges and universities.  The Dub Ball is a black tie event for men and ladies equivalent for women.  The cost is approximately $100 per person.  For those who have a daughter, granddaughter, or niece that they are interested in having participate in the Debutante Cotillion when they “become of age” [anywhere from 19-21, but usually 19 or the fall of their Freshman or Sophomore year in college], this is an excellent “first event” to attend and see the caliber of people involved, meet some of the Debutante Organization Officials, and “sense the ambiance of the organization”.
The National Debutante Cotillion & Thanksgiving Ball:  This is probably one of the more prestigious and classiest social events in all of Washington, DC and is attended by some 1800 of the Washington Social Structure and Official Washington.  The event is sponsored by numerous Senior Leaders in the U. S. Congress, several senior 4-Star Military Officers, some 10-15 Foreign Ambassadors, Corporate Officials from the Fortune’s 500 business community, and leading officials from throughout official Washington.  It is held in the Grand Ballroom of the Washington Hilton Hotel on Connecticut Avenue NW, which is the only ballroom in the nation’s capitol large enough to accommodate a group of this size.  The event is white tie and tails for men [black tie optional], formal dresses for ladies, and military mess dress for members of the armed services.  There are some 150 cadets and midshipmen in attendance from West Point, the USNA, the Coast Guard Academy, the USAF Academy, VMI, The Citadel, and Marine Corps Staff Quantico, along with another 250 young men from the leading colleges and universities of the nation.  One of the duties of this group is to escort all ladies to their table; another is to ensure that no debutante is ever sitting at a table without being asked to dance every dance.  There is a Midnight Dinner served around, well---- Midnight.  The event goes from 9 p.m. until 3 a.m. [3 in the morning is correct].  Most people rent a room at the hotel so they can change into their formal wear there, as well as not have to drive home at 3 in the morning.  The Debutante Receiving line of 40 young ladies selected from all around the nation opens around 9 p.m. and everyone is seated around 10:30 p.m. for the presentation of the Debutante Class, which begins with the Class 2 years previous, followed by the prior year’s class, and then the Class for that year.  That entire process takes about one hour, whereupon there is then industrial strength partying and dancing for the rest of the evening.  Cost to attend is approx. $200 per person plus drinks are from a cash bar.  It is my recommendation that families considering having their daughter[s], granddaughter, or niece apply for consideration to become a debutante first attend The Debutante Cotillion a year or more beforehand with their daughter[s] so all can see the ambiance of the event and the excitement of the evening.  Since Debutantes are usually escorted on stage for their introduction by their father or other male family member, I can certify from my own experience that attendance at the event by a father makes it very hard for him to say “no” later on.  To become a Debutante in The National Debutante Cotillion, a young lady and her family must be recommended by a Sponsor and interviewed and approved by the Founder & Chairman of the Cotillion, Dame Mary Stuart Montague Price.  Competition for inclusion is significant, since selection is from highly accomplished young ladies from all across the entire nation.   If accepted, the cost per Debutante is $4300, which includes a table for 10 for the family during the Ball, always held the Friday after Thanksgiving.  There are also numerous other social functions associated with the Debutante Class, some that take place during the summer, so that some of the potential debs get to meet each other, and then several the week of the actual Debutante Ball in November.   Those with further questions may contact Rear Admiral [Ret.] James J. Carey, Regional Chairman for Virginia, at RADMCarey@aol.com    Admiral Carey has been a Sponsor of these events for over two decades.  Feel free to contact him with any questions or if you are interested in attending or participating in any way.
